
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

27
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

of the 

FRIENDS OF THE ADELAIDE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA INC. 
 

First may I start by thanking the Desperados for entertaining us this evening and for your generous support at 

other events during the year. 

 

I am pleased to present my report for the 2013/2014 season as President of the Friends of the Adelaide 

Symphony Orchestra 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

While we have welcomed a steady flow of new members this year, we have noted a small decline in new 

membership compared with recent years. The demographic of our membership also means that we can 

always expect several cancellations of existing memberships during the year, due to infirmity or bereavement. 

We thank ASO Managing Director, Vince Ciccarello and his staff for their support in promoting the 

membership of the Friends wherever possible, as we optimistically seek new opportunities to promote 

membership in the forthcoming year. 

 

FUNCTIONS 

2013/14 has been quite a year of exceptional occasions. It has closed as busily as it began: 

 

 The Friends’ first function on 6 November 2013 was to farewell popular resident conductor Maestro 

Arvo Volmer at a Gala Serenade Dinner held at the Kooyonga Golf Club, in the presence of His 

Excellency the Governor, Kevin Scarce and Mrs Scarce. It was a wonderful evening, tinged with a 

little sadness but with the emphasis on celebrating Arvo’s very significant contribution to the musical 

culture of Adelaide over a period of 10 years. Our regret at Arvo’s departure was somewhat assuaged 

by his subsequent appointment as the ASO’s Principal Guest Conductor and Artistic Advisor. So we 

have already been able to enjoy several return visits from him this season, and look forward to more 

next season. 

 

 The 2013 program concluded on December 2nd with a bumper Christmas concert in the Grainger 

Studio, featuring Celia Craig, Michael Ierace, “SFZ” (the players’ choir), Janet Anderson and friends 

string quartet and a young performer from the Conservatorium, Stephanie Callisto on piano. The 

audience was captivated by and highly appreciative of not only our multi-skilled ASO players but 

also of the performance of this talented young performer. 

 

 Again the friends were asked to assist with the Legends Luncheon on 5 December. This is a most 

enjoyable occasion as always and an opportunity to catch up with old friends from the ASO and the 

FASO. 
 

 The Management Committee celebrated their significant fund-raising achievements at an annual end-

of year Christmas Dinner on December 12th. It is an occasion to share with the partners of 

Committee members whose valuable assistance in all sorts of ways, including catering, front of house, 

serving wine, washing up, transport, general fetching and carrying, and mail-outs, is much 

appreciated. 
    
The 2014 programme has continued vigorously with more memorable events: 

 On March 31
st
 the Friends Committee hosted a “Cellissmo” Reception, featuring exceptional 

performances by some of the internationally-acclaimed visiting cellists, under the direction of our old 

friend Janis Laurs.  

Some Committee members also provided assistance at various cello events during the festival. 
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 On May 19 a large audience was delighted by Mitch Berick and Dean Newcomb’s return in their 

“duelling clarinets” concert, followed by luncheon. 

 

 Three Open Rehearsals were again offered in March, May and October, with sell-out audiences, 

many of whom took advantage of our special discount for attendance at all three. In addition an Open 

Rehearsal exclusively for the Friends of the ASO on 20 June was well attended. As has been our 

practice, we combined this with a concert back at the Grainger Studio where eight young and talented 

students presented a most enjoyable programme. This was followed by lunch. 

 

 The annual Quiz Night on August 18 is an excellent example of the successful collaboration between 

ASO players, staff and Friends. A record level of fund-raising was achieved. We thank retiring Quiz 

“Masters” Ann Axelby and Jill Braithewaite who have worked tirelessly to run the last six Quiz 

Nights.  A good crowd was delighted by the lively music of the Desperados, the musical antics of 

several ASO musicians, the metamorphosed return of Hilary Bruer’s legendary “Making Whoopy” 

and by Tom Bastian’s burgeoning auctioneer skills! We look forward to the new format in the 2015 

Quiz Night, as a different team takes over.  

 

 The Beethoven Festival in September offered an unique opportunity for close collaboration between 

the ASO and the Friends. Publicity and logistics support were provided by the ASO, while the 

Friends organised and presented a Chamber Concert of Beethoven quartets and a septet in the 

beautiful Mortlock Wing of the State Library. Fourteen ASO players performed to a sell-out audience, 

in a very successful and highly acclaimed concert. 

 

 The Serenade Luncheon was the Friends final event for the 2013/14 season, held yesterday, at the 

beautiful Kooyonga Golf Club. Guests were entertained once again by the wonderful Bacchanalia 

Quartet, directed by Michael Milton. While numbers attending were a little less than last year, 

everyone present agreed it was a most enjoyable luncheon. The Committee thanks Barry and Alyson 

Morrison for again hosting this event. 

 

I have greatly enjoyed the last three years. The rewards have been many--- 

meeting the challenges of fund-raising; enjoying the success of each particular event and , as Judy will tell 

you, enjoying counting the money!!; developing good working relationships with the players and staff of the 

ASO;  working with the dedicated team who make up the FASO Executive and Management Committees; 

and making valued new friends---- 

 These have more than outweighed the commitment required to attend the office twice-weekly, meet regular 

deadlines, remember a myriad of planning details and deal with frustrations when plans do not quite work 

out as hoped. 

 

And, speaking of counting the money, Judy has very kindly put together a spreadsheet of the last three years 

for me. I am proud to say that we have raised $107,399.85 !! – with 2013/14 providing the largest component, 

despite our lamenting the increasing difficulty generally in the community in raising dollars. Undoubtedly 

we must attribute this figure to the great success of Quiz Night and the Beethoven Chamber Concert.  

 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

Over the three years we have been able to donate funds back to the ASO in a variety of ways: 

-          Direct donations to the ASO, in response to annual and Christmas Appeals (approx. $51000) 
 

- Annual Sponsorship of two Musical Chairs—Michael Milton principal 2
nd

 violin, and Steven 

Peterka section leader percussion. ($15000) 

 

- Funding support for new musical instruments & equipment 
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- Study grants for members of the Orchestra: nine players over the last three years, and a further 

study grant approved for early in 2015. ($20,500) 

- Other assistance to players with specific profession-related requirements. 

 

- Sponsorship of the Principal Trumpet Chair of the Adelaide Youth Orchestra and also a viola chair 

in the Adelaide Youth Strings in support of young musicians ($750) 
 

- Miscellaneous donations—incl. Cellissimo, farewell gift to Arvo Volmer, gifts to performers. 
 

THANK YOU 
None of this could happen without the generous assistance of a large group of people : 

 

 First, thank-you to our joint Patrons, His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce and Mrs Liz Scarce. 

 Thank-you to our generous sponsor Don Brown whose wonderful wines from Browns of Padthaway 

provide excellent gifts for our performers.  

 Thank you also to our Honorary Auditor, Mr David Seaton, who has acted in this capacity for many 

years and has indicated that he is prepared to continue for yet another year. 

  In the last 12 months at least 50 players and staff from the ASO have assisted the Friends in some 

way with fund-raising activities; we greatly value their donation of time, expertise, goodwill and the 

cordial relationship we share with them. 

 Special mention must be made of members of the Administration and technical operations, without 

whose support we could not operate so effectively: Vicky Lekis, Tom Bastians, Sophie Emery, 

Simon Lord, Kingsley Schmidtke, David Khafagi, Bruce Stewart, Kate Sewell, Annika Stennert, 

Paola Niscioli and Emma Wight. 

 Thank-you to Vince Ciccarello, Managing Director of the ASO, who has supported the FASO 

organisation both practically and positively since taking up his new position; we really appreciate the 

levels of communication which he has established. 

 I thank the special people who are the day-to-day working body of the Committee: 

—Judy Birze, Honora Griffith and John Gell, whose generosity in giving their time, and whose 

commitment to the regular mundane weekly tasks in the office is awesome; Alyson Morrison as the 

Past President has always been on hand to advise and support; and Alison Campbell for her IT skills.  

Also thank-you to other Committee members and Friends who regularly come to help out in the 

office or with mail-outs, giving what time they can.  

 Thank-you to the Management Committee who drive the business of FASO and its fund-raising 

program, facilitate each fund-raising event and actively promote our orchestra. Sadly several 

members had to leave us through the year but we look forward to seeing them at concerts. 

  Thank-you to the larger body of Friends, for your ongoing support at our fund-raising activities which              

makes it all possible.  
 

Our orchestra continues its excellent reputation as one of the significant symphony orchestras in the world, 

led by concertmaster, Natsuko Yoshimoto.  The 79
th

 year program has again been a wonderful mix of 

classical, popular and spectacular events with an excellent education program – offering something for 

everyone and tempting an ever-widening group of concert-goers. We look forward to more innovative and 

interesting events from the ASO in 2015. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all at the next event.  

Thankyou.  
 

Elizabeth Bowen 

President 


